
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Clague Playhouse, Inc. 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Clague Barnstormers: Workshop for Aspiring Young Playwrights 

Your Project Summary: The project is the first step in re-establishing a Summer Youth Theater Program 

at Clague Playhouse. It seeks to educate and mentor aspiring young playwrights and performers, ages 12-

17, from local communities in the creative process involved with writing and producing original one-act 

plays. Students will learn from a variety of experienced professionals and engage in hands-on learning to 

ultimately create, produce, and perform 3 original plays for a live, paying audience. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $1600 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

      

Trey Hartt 
(Richmond, VA) 

Hollyann Vickers 
(Alameda, CA) 

Rebecca Berrios 
(Nashville, TN) 

Christy Uchida  
(Chicago, IL) 

Ruby Lopez Harper 
(Washington, DC) 

Andrew Goldberg 
(Miami, FL) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: It's wonderful that Clague Playhouse has ambitions to expand its public benefit to the 

community by revitalizing its youth programming. However, after a 16+ year hiatus the proposal does not 

fully address the organization's current capacity to successfully engage this population by building 

relationships, developing understanding, etc. The proposal also would have been stronger with more 

evidence of the teachers' qualifications for working with youth. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this project fulfills the funding criteria. The project has exceptional public benefit through 

providing a unique theatrical experience for both students and community. The lineup of professional 

artists to run the project demonstrates artistic vibrancy. With a strong volunteer board, there is 

organizational capacity to see this project through. From a budget standpoint, a higher marketing budget 

may attract a larger audience for people to witness this exciting project. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: It is important to instill a love of theatre in young audiences, so I applaud the applicant for 

taking a chance starting this new program. I am hesitant to score this with a "yes" because the average 

audience member to this theatre is very distant from youth. It's unclear whether or not this will work. 

Artistic and cultural vibrancy seems high, without knowing too much about the professionals named in 

the application. Project goal could be better measured. Budget is low and relies on CAC grant and earned 

income only. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The project somewhat meets the funding criteria. I felt the applicant did not fully articulate 

how this program fits into the community and I struggled with understanding how students are selected, 

if there is support for financially challenged students to participate. It is clear that they work to ensure 

awareness of the program in the community and how this project responds to a need. At times, the project 

felt very inwardly focused on audience development rather than public benefit. The applicant may want 

to consider measuring long term influence of its program on participating students as a means to show 

public benefit and impact. The applicant clearly understands how to execute and plan the project as 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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evidenced by the budget and narrative. I would have liked to have rated this higher but felt that the 

applicant did not make a strong case for public benefit. I would also strongly suggest including support 

materials even if only to build a deeper understanding of the work of the organization. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, the Barnstormers program demonstrates public benefit, because Clague knows its 

audience who are primarily seniors and recognizes the gap in programming for children/teens.  While the 

youth will get to produce and perform their one-acts, the focus on creative writing seems fairly unique.  It 

makes me wish you had asked for more than $2,000.  Yes, the Barnstormers program clearly engages 

qualified arts professionals (however they seem to lack diversity), which demonstrates artistic/cultural 

vibrancy.  I understand this is reestablishing youth theater at Clague, but it's too bad that none of the 

attachments included any representation of youth.   However, the planning seems sound, demonstrating 

good organizational capacity. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: Clague Playhouse does not meet the funding criteria. The organization is seeking funding for a 

new Workshop for Aspiring Young Playwrights, which seeks to offer an intensive experience for 15 young 

people interested in creating their own play. Though a project like this certainly has the potential to offer 

great public benefit, this is not emphasized in the application. The organization's main 

audience/community seems to be older adults, and it does not sound like the decision to incorporate 

youth programming came from feedback from their main community. Additionally, the application makes 

reference to thriving theater programs at area high schools. I am just not sure that the Playhouse is 

offering fresh programming that incorporates the needs and feedback of the community, and I am not 

entirely clear of the public benefit. It may have been helpful to hear more about the students that the 

organization plans to recruit, which may have given more insight to some of the ways that the program is 

unique and has significant public benefit. 

Panelist 5 

Panelist 6 


